
Tampering with a Water Meter

Obstructing a Water Meter

Water meters are the property of the Town of Johnstown and Town personnel must have access to water
meters to properly maintain water and sewer services and to ensure accurate billing. Removing, obstructing

or tampering with a meter can result in criminal charges under CRS § 18-4-506.5 and may also result in
additional civil fines or a loss of service. Utility customers are responsible to trim, cut back, and remove any

bushes, trees, plants, sod, landscaping, etc., that may cover or obstruct access to a water meter. It is a
violation to cover or obstruct a water meter. Failure to maintain accessibility could result in civil fines

and/or criminal charges. 
 

connecting anything to the meter without Town permission, 
obstructing or altering the action of any meter in its measurements, 
to impact a meter seal or alter water service so that water avoids registering with the meter. 
It also prohibits turning on water values or curb stops regulating the flow of water from Town mains to any
premises. 

Tampering with a water meter is against Colorado Revised Statute and Town Municipal Code and includes (but
is not limited to) 

Please read the complete Colorado Revised Statute Colorado Revised Statute § 18-4-506.5 (page 293) and 
 Town of Johnstown Municipal Code, Section 13-72 (l) and Section 13-81 for the most extensive information. The
Town may discontinue water service immediately to any user who violates the provisions of this subsection
until satisfactory payment has been made for all water used and all repairs to the water meter and piping have
been made.

 

Water Meter Guidelines

Johnstown Municipal Code, Section 13-75 requires “at least three feet of unobstructed access to the meter pit
and at least five feet of vertical clearance above the meter pit. Failure to provide adequate access to the water
meter shall result in an obstructed meter charge until the obstruction is cleared. 

johnstown.colorado.gov/utilitybill | 970-587-4664 | 450 South Parish Ave, Johnstown, CO 80534

https://leg.colorado.gov/sites/default/files/images/olls/crs2018-title-18.pdf
https://library.municode.com/co/johnstown/codes/municipal_code?nodeId=CH13MUUT_ARTIIIWA_S13-72WAME
https://library.municode.com/co/johnstown/codes/municipal_code?nodeId=CH13MUUT_ARTIIIWA_S13-81AUTUWA
https://library.municode.com/co/johnstown/codes/municipal_code?nodeId=CH13MUUT_ARTIIIWA_S13-75MEOB

